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Harry has always
admired the famous
escape artist Houdini.
And when Houdini
asks for help in coming
back to life, it seems
like an amazing
chance…or could it be
Houdini’s greatest trick
of all?

Eleven-year-old Harry Mancini is
NOT Harry Houdini–the famous escape
artist who died in 1926. But Harry DOES
live in Houdini’s old New York City home,
and he definitely knows everything there
is to know about Houdini’s life. What is he
supposed to do, then, when someone
starts texting him claiming that they’re
Houdini, communicating from beyond the
grave? Respond, of course.

It’s hard for Harry to believe that
Houdini is really contacting him, but this
Houdini texts the secrets to all of the
escape tricks the dead Houdini used to
do. What’s more, Houdini’s offering Harry
a chance to go back in time and
experience it for himself. Should Harry
ignore what must be a hoax? Or should
he give it a try and take Houdini up on
this death-defying offer?

We are delighted to announce that
Hillside School will join a live presentation
by children’s author, Dan Gutman on
Monday, March 29th to discuss his new
book Houdini and Me. The author will be
speaking to students in grades 3 to 4.

An author visit is a wonderful
opportunity for young readers to meet the
creators of the books they read. Please
consider supporting the PTO through the
purchase of an autographed book.

About the Author

Dan Gutman is an
American writer of
children's fiction who
lived in Newark, New
Jersey during his
childhood and later
attended Rutgers
University.  He currently

lives in New York City.

Early in his career, Mr. Gutman
wrote about various different subjects
ranging from computers to sports until his
son Sam was born where he figured out
what his career should be – writing fiction
for kids. For the first time, he felt that he
was doing something he was good at,
something that was fun, creatively
rewarding, and appreciated by an
audience.

Dan Gutman is best known for the
popular young reader book series The
Genius Files and My Weird School.
Gutman's other notable works include the
first book in the Baseball Card
Adventures series, Honus and Me, The
Homework Machine, The Kid Who Ran
for President , and several non-fiction
books from early in his career.


